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Leading Varieties of Corn Packed 


Reports and estimates on the pack in 1926 of different va- 
rieties of corn, received from states producing about 75 per 
cent of the entire canned corn output, showed that the leading 
variety is Country Gentleman, of which 4,608,595 cases were 
packed in the states reporting. Second in the list is Evergreen, 
with 3,865,251 cases, followed by Crosby with 2,413,703, Nar- 
row Grain with 2,306,070, and Yellow Varieties with 1,216,222 


cases. These reports and estimates account for 14,404,841 cases 
out of a total of 19,069,000 in 1926. 


Navy Asking for Bids on Canned Foods 


The Navy Department is asking for bids on 240,000 pounds 
of canned string beans (Schedule 6941) to be opened March 30; 
706,800 pounds of canned catsup (Schedule 6942) to be opened 
April 6; 110,000 pounds of canned bacon (Schedule 6968) to be 
opened April 13; 450,000 pounds canned peas (Schedule 6962), 
570,000 pounds canned prunes (Schedule 6971), and 120,000 
pounds of pickles (Schedule 6964) to be opened April 20; and 
570,000 pounds of canned asparagus (Schedule 6970) to be 
opened May 11. 

Copies of the schedules on which to make bids may be pro- 
cured from the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts, Navy Depart- 
ment, Washington, D. C. 


Canning Crop Acreage Intended to be Planted 


On the basis of 116 reports from 14 states the sweet corn 
acreage in 1927 will be 25 per cent less than in 1926, according 
to a statement issued by the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 


can 
\ip- 

in 
nds 
00 
529 
\ip- 
ico 
nds 
ur- 
y22 
ars 
2ek 
red 

er- 

to 
sis 
de- 
re- 
ce 
rat 
che 
ice 
Ap- 
eS- 

527 


INFORMATION LETTER 


nomics. The average reduction in pea acreage, based on 91 re- 
ports from 12 states, will be 27 per cent, and in tomatoes the 
reduction indicated by 194 reports from 18 states is 6 per cent. 

Corn acreage, it is indicated, will be reduced in every state, 
with the decreases ranging from 9 per cent in Iowa to 39 per 
cent in Maine. The reports also show that pea acreage will be 
reduced in every state, the redactions running from 7 per cent 
in Maryland to 57 per cent in Ohio. 

In tomato acreage, however, six states indicate an increase 
in amounts ranging from 2 per cent in Arkansas to 22 per cent 
in Delaware. In Tennessee no change from last year is indi- 
cated, but in other states the reductions will range from 3 per 
cent in Maryland to 20 per cent in Indiana, lowa and Utah. 

The following table summarizes the figures issued by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics: 


Corn Peas 


ne. or 
State Reports Decrease Reports Decrease Reports decrease 

No. Pet. No. Pet. 0. Pet. 
1 50 1 —26 
Sr 1 20 2 39 4 +22 
30 8 a6 6 —12 
anor 1 3 3 26 29 —20 
a9 1 50 ee 
“4 10 7 26 +3 
Michigan ........... 12 2 5 4 
3 38 20 
3 


Pennsylvania ....... 

19 32 46 27 
116 25 1 27 194 —6 


Thirty-two firms, it is reported, will be idle, as follows: 
Arkansas 3, Illinois 1, Indiana 9, Iowa 1, New Jersey 1, New 
York 1, Ohio 4, Wisconsin 12. 


Questions and Answers on Corn Borer 


The Bureau of Entomology of the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has prepared a mimeographed bulletin en- 
titled “Questions and Answers on the European Corn Borer,” 
copies of which can be obtained from the Extension Service of 
the Department of Agriculture. In the bulletin are questions 
that are most likely to be asked by persons interested in this 
subject, and to each of these is given a detailed answer. 


Tomatoes 
13 30 7 27 16 —4 
Ohio 4 30 2 57 7 +7 
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Canned Food Exports in February 


Export trade in canned foods during February as com- 
pared with the corresponding month last year was featured by 
increased shipments of canned vegetables, fruit and fish. Meat 
and milk exports were smaller. The largest gain was in sal- 
mon exports, which more than doubled. Following are the fig- 
ures for February, 1926 and 1927: 


Condensed milk 
Evaporated milk 
Canned vegetables, total .. 
Canned fruits, total .... 


Canned salmon 
Canned sardines 


Wholesale Grocery Trade Atlas Issued 


An atlas of wholesale grocery territories has just been is- 
sued by the U. S. Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 
which, the introduction to the volume states, is an attempt to 
define the trading areas of the more important centers of whole- 
sale grocery distribution and to measure approximately the po- 
tentialities of these markets on the basis of the number of re- 
tail grocery outlets and the population served. Sixteen color 
plates covering the entire United States are presented to show 
the various trading areas graphically. The detailed trading 
area statistics show for each community in the area its popula- 
tion, total number of retail outlets, and number of general and 
of grocery stores. Copies of the atlas (Domestic Commerce 
Series No. 7) can ke obtained from the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce, its cooperative and district offices, or from 
the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington. The price is $1.25. 


Reparation Recommended on Can Shipping Charges 


In a report submitted to the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion in Docket 18786, Examiner Clifford recommends that the 
Commission finds that the rate on tin cans, in carloads, from 
Chicago to Centuria, Wis., shipped between June, 1924, and Sep- 
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tember, 1925, be found unreasonable, and that reparation be 
awarded the shipper on the 62 carloads moved between these 
points. .Charges were collected at the fourth-class rate of 43 
cents per 100 pounds, minimum 14,000 pounds, on 46 carloads, 
and at the commodity rate of 35 cents per 100 pounds, mini- 
mum 20,000 pounds, on 16 carloads. The examiner recommends 
that these rates be found unreasonable to the extent that they 
exceeded 30.5 cents per 100 pounds, minimum 20,000 pounds. 


Car Loadings 


The first million-car week so far this year was reported for 
the week ended on March 12, when loadings of revenue freight 
amounted to 1,005,715 cars. This is the first time in the his- 
tory of the railroads that freight loadings for any one week have 
been in excess of one million cars at this season of the year. In 
1926, the first million car week was reached in May, while in 
1925, it was not until July. 

The total for the week of March 12 was an increase of 
10,784 cars over the preceding week, the increase being due 
principally to the heavier loading of coal, merchandise and less 
than carload lot freight and miscellaneous freight. Compared 
with the same week last year, the total for the week of March 
12 was an increase of 38,290 cars, while it also was an increase 
of 79,596 cars over the same week in 1925. 


Would Stress Absence of Preservatives 


The American Foodstuffs Trade Commissioner in London, 
in a report to the Department of Commerce, comments on the 
desirability of stressing the absence of preservatives in canned 
foods. According to correspondence and statements in some of 
the grocery trade papers in England, there appears to be con- 
siderable ignorance on this subject. Doubts exist in the minds 
of the retailers as to their posible liability under the new Sale 
of Foods Act in connection with the distribution of products 
which may contain preservatives. It is believed that the in- 
clusion of some positive statements in regard to the absence of 
preservatives in canned foods in the advertising of canned prod- 
ucts in England and probably elsewhere in Europe would be de- 
sirable. 
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